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PV fllmmaker revels in the dark side of life

by Rita J. King

While many in Putnam Valley profess the
need for affordable housing, they ought to be
careful what they wish for in case oge fesi-
dent’s evil dream comes to life.

Independent horror movie writer and
director Glen Baisley, 32, of Light and Dark
Productions, has always been aftracted to the
polar forces inherent in the human psyche,
and the main character of his newest film
The Tenememt is named Rellik.
Sharpshooters who studied at the Redrum
school will recognize immediately that
Rellik is “killer” backwards.

Luckily, no developers are considering
suing Putnam Valley for the ﬂLJll to build a
tenement because Baisley's vision paints a
grim image of what life along the dark corri-
dors might be like.

“There is something inherently evil within
The Tenement,” said Baisley, a 1989
Lakeland High School graduate. “It does

something strange to the people who live -

there. Imagine a building that can change
who you are and the way your mind thinks.
Ethan lives in this building and is obsessed
by horror films: His destiny lics in the shid-
ows of a black rose - the symbol of decaycd
innocence. This begins the series of murder-
ous events among the tenants of this myste-
rious building. Four lives are changed forev-
er by the evil that dwells within.”

Mute Sarah, played by Carol DiMarsico,
wants only a simple life with her radio as a
companion, but her neighbor has planned a
different course for her life. In another apart-
ment, Jimmy Wayne Garnick,

umed into a werewolf, and the
Taxi Driver encounters a surprise from one
of his victims. As the evil forces of the build-
ing converge on the tenants, can they loosen
its grip before they all succumb to darkness?
The serenity of comfort is removed from
home when you sign a lease at The
Tenement, Baisley said.
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Iﬁ!% dose ol horror mixed wilh comedy.
e ving at 2 am. 1o amve al a_

mfma St clubsomc"'lwumscs

pp! g gpgandzverybod wasopeml
mgcmgmem]lackof Later that day he
||G7YI‘TW$P City and feared

falll asleep at the 1|c£']ﬂm Eﬁ
no such horror unfolded in B,
“'ES(X riences [ike_that” will maLc me

_BE}[“!Pmalc success more 1l M T
it. ini scencc-!rneoul l

no_ev nce 4]
one there had experic vL:lnc
orking with Glen m L_.
550 determined to make his mcmes suL-

CESSIL TRnow e 1i5 absolute best
1‘pﬁm"6!é*ﬁi§“muv‘im as mTI‘:i”'l]iﬁdnﬁ
MoV | careers in t lhc gmcr—
tainment industry based on work that I.hcy
have done en.”

Gene Mazza, a makeup artist who worked
on The Tenement, has always been looking
for a chance to “do his own Jason." Friday
the 13th} killer has nothing on Rellik, who,
in studded black leather and face mask,
resembles the kind of guy you might expect
to find lurking in the alleys of Manhattan's
Meat Packing District.

“I like to approach from a very extreme
angle,”” Mazza said. “But also to keep it as
realistic as possible. This was my chance to
create my very own leather-clad barbarian.”

Filmmaker Glen Baisley poses with Rellik, the killer he created for his independent film, The Tenement.

Baisley snid some of the stories
in The Tenement came from ideas
he had as far back as eighth
grade, when his taste for fake
blood first developed. These
days, people tend to snub horror
films becanse real life has gotien
so gruesome and some say visual
violence, however fictitious,
doesn’t help.

But Baislev noted that watch-
ing a film isn’t going to tum
someone into a killer.

“People  would mistakenly
walk into the set.” Baisley said.
“Their reactions would be price-
less. It's like a car wreck or
something.”

In 2001, Baisley won Best
Storvtelling  in - a  Feature
Narrative at the Putnam County
Film Festival for  Fear of
the Ik, and this vear he won
Dest Featire Horror Film at the
same festival.

Brain Damage Films will be
relensing, The  Tenement  on
video and DV April 13
Baisley will be doing a movie
signing at  Joey's  Movies
in Cortlandt on April-§7 from
nooen to 1 pan.

Brian Spears, 30, of Somers, handled the
“gore” factor for the film. His grandmother,
a Putnam Valley resident, saw an advertise-
ment in the Pennysaver looking for actors for
a locally shot independent film.

“Glen and I had crossed paths at horror
conventions. Glen was was selling his first
feature, Fear of the Dark, and [ was selling
hand-crafled rotting skulls, bloody body
parts, and severed heads.
But we never formally
were introduced,” Spears
recalled. “We met
towards the end of 2001
to discuss the gruesome
gross-out deaths he had

planned.

Baisley “pitched a
good story,” Spears said.

“I" was quickly sold
and excited to help out.
Previously I had worked
on a lot of low budget *
flicks but Glen seemed
different. 1 took the job
knowing there would not
be much if any money
involved, but what Glen
lacked in funds or "stu-
dio" equipment he made
up with his heart and a
drive to make a movie.
I've been fortunate to
work on several films
recently, with modest
budgets, but none of the
directors had the passion
Glen had and | admire
him for that."

Spears said he would
pull out severed limbs,
skulls and corpse props,
“just for the atmos-
phere,” and that he liked
Baisley's willingness to
allow him the freedom to
express himself in this
manner.

‘The entire project was shot for $10,000, a
scarier prospect than having Rellik bopping
around the set in studded leather. The exteri-
ors are local, recognizable spots in Peekskill,
Somers and Putnam Valley. The scenes were
shot mainly guerrilla-style, though Baisley
admits it isn’t easy to sprinkle a landscape
with corpses and gore without catching a
few passersby off guard.

“1 wrile movies to scare and
Ellicmin but with some social conscious-
ness,” Pmisley said. “1 feel that too many
people are in a staie of denial about the hor-
rors that go on around us everyday. How
many -people slecp with their doors
unlocked with the ‘it can’t happen to me’
mentality? Hopefully my movies will make
people take proactive steps to help prevent
such atrocities.”

A scene from the movie The Tenement




