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leepaway Camp has had a
troubled history!

The first movie was released
at the end of 1983, just as
the original slasher cycle was coming
to an end. For the last four years,
cheap exploitation flicks like Friday
the 13" and The Burning had
become big money, with every major
and independent studio jumping on
the teenage slice-and-dice
bandwagon. But the public’s
interest in the ‘sex and gore’ formula
was starting to wear thin and box
office figures began to dwindle.

The film lacked an iconic villain (by
then both Michael Myers and Jason
Voorhees had become a recognisable
part of pop culture), the violence was
relatively tame compared to recent
controversial features like Maniac
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and The New York Ripper, and there was
a homosexual subject that would not
normally be found in a mainstream
horror.

By the time the sequels arrived a few years
later, even Freddy Krueger (the most
commercial bogeyman of the ‘80’s) had
lost his appeal. The proposed fourth
entry, The Survivor, was abandoned after
only a few days of shooting and Return to

Sleepaway Camp, which went into

production almost a decade later, still
remains unavailable, seemingly lost in

‘distribution Hell.

The first movie was directed by twenty-
five year old Robert Hiltzik, before being
replaced by Michael A. Simpson for
Sleepaway Camp 11: Unhappy Campers
and III: Teenage Wasteland, both filmed
back-to-back in late 1988. Hiltzik would
return to the series ten years later for
Return to Sleepaway Camp, a movie

&
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which ignored the previous chapters
and considered itself to be the first true
sequel.

Hiltzik is ramoured to be intending on
completing his trilogy with Sleepaway
Camp Reunion, though no cast have
been confirmed and no plot details have
been announced. Meanwhile, Simpson
intends on bringing his own series to a
close with Berserk, which will contain
not only supernatural elements but

will also explore Angela’s descent into
madness.

But which movie will be released first,
or whether or no they will both slip

into obscurity like the last two
installments, remains to be seen, but
one thing is for sure... you can’t keep a
good transsexual Killer down! =

GoreZone: What kind of audition
process did you have to undergo B
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to win the part of Angela in
Sleepaway Camp? Were the
producers nervous about casting an
actress so young to say what the
character would be subjected to and
were there any special rules laid out
as you were a child actress?

FELISSA ROSE (Angela): “We met
with Rebert Hiltzik and he had us
do a series of improvisations. They
were fun and he was really
easygoing. I remember how well we
got along. | walked out of the
audition feeling like the role was
mine! I don't think they were
nervous but they told our parents
about the ending at the second call-
back. There were a lot of rules
because we were underage. No
nudity, no using my hands for the
murders, no bad language... The
usual stuff.”

If there was one thing that made
Sleepaway Camp so notorious when
it was released on the 18™
November, 1983, it was that ending!

Throughout the last eighty minutes,

the audience has watched as
thirteen-year old Angela has been
‘constantly bullied by the other kids
at Camp Arawak, while her cousin
Ricky has tried to protect her, only
for them to turn up dead later.

But in the film’s last moments, it is
revealed that not only was the killer
really Angela, but in fact she is
really her supposedly dead brother
(in a disturbing full-frontal shot that
was clearly an inspiration for Neil
Jordan’s Oscar-winhing The Crying
Game), who was forced to live as a
girl by her deranged aunt.

GZ: How much controversy did the
ending of the movie cause, as Felissa
Rose was only thirteen at the time?
How was the effect achieved and do
you think that without that shocking
twist the movie would have been so
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successful?

JONATHAN TIERSTEN (Ricky): “Well,
she wouldn't wear the fake penis. I
remember that was a huge issue. It wasn't
so controversial back then. This country
has gone so ass backwards for the last 25
years. It would be hard, no scratch that,

_ impossible to make this film today. There

is no way it would ever get passed the

. small, evil-minded people who now run this

corporately infested country. Their
"morality’ robs us of our-independence and
creativity. That being said, of course the
ending had a lot to do with the film's
success. But there is 90 minutes they have
to sit through before that and as I read
recently from an old reviewer, there is just
something about that film that makes you
very nostalgic. Oh, and the effect was
created by shaving a college student’s
whole body and putting a Felissa mask on
his face. He was destroyed with Jack
Daniels and was weeping the whole time,
He is not mentioned in the credits.”
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* semmmn Whilst many

° . critics have
commented on
the sexual
content of
slasher movies,
they almost
always walk a
very safe line
around it. Teens
“{ are punished for
their slut-like
behaviour, but
the act of sex is
always
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consensual. Boys are always
attracted to girls, and vice versa.
The one movie that did feature a
gay character being murdered, A
Nightmare on Elm Street Part 11:
Freddy’s Revenge, was later
accused by various critics as being
homophobic, yet the motive for the
murder was never explained as
being sexual.

In fact, there are so few gay
characters in slasher movies that it
is almost impossible to mention one
that really stands out. Gender
bending is also another taboo, with
Norman Bates being the most
famous example, though this is
justified by the revelation that he is
schizophrenic. Sleepaway Camp
was one of the few horror movies of
the era to tackle the subject, and the
fact that the protagonist in question
was only thirteen was certainly a
daring move.

Aside from the fact that Angela is
really a boy, and has been forced to
charade for the last few years as a
girl in order to appease her aunt,
there is also the relationship
between her and Paul, a boy of a
similar age who seems strangely
attracted to her. This sub-plot
raises issues regarding
homosexuality in children, not
really the subject matter for what
seems on the surface to be just
another dumb slasher film.



GZ: Some writers have attempted to
examine the homosexual subtext within
the movie. What is your take on this?

FR: “It definitely has homosexual
undertones. The father scenes alone
give it a whole dimension of interesting
subtext. The suggestions are great
because they're eluded rather than flat
out explained. After seeing the film
there are many questions and that's
what made it stick out in people's
memories, I think.”

I the 1980°s have become infameous for
anything, it’s:excess. Amd newhere is
this-more-evident than in horror

cinema, where a hit movie
became a lucrative &
franchise, with the likes of
A Nightmare on Elm
Street even becoming e
responsible for the birth of i
successful studios. Soit .
became inevitable that at
some point a Sleepaway
Camp sequel wounld
emerge.

Surprisingly, theugh, it
took until near the end of
the decade for Angela to
refurn; this time with a
tongue firimly in cheek as the role was
taken over by Bruce Springsteen’s
sister, Pamela. Not only was Felissa
Rose absent, but Hiltzik had decided to
decline the chance to return, and the
task of continuing the series fell to
Michael A. Simpson, whe had built up
a résum¢é mainly on the small screen.

Whilst Sleepaway Camp had attempted
to deal with serious issues such as child
abuse (the aunt forcing the yonng boy
to cross-dress) and paedophilia (the
camp’s cook has a taste for children),
the first sequel, Unhappy Campers,
had no such agenda, instead mocking

Subscribe at hitp://gorezone.co.uk

the genre and concentrating more on the
comedic aspects of the story. Angela was
no longer a confused young girl, but had
grown up into a confident yet homicidal
woman.

GZ: Were you conscious about trying to
out-do ‘that’ scene when you made
Unhappy Campers and was it ever a
problem:not:being able-to're-cast Felissa
Rose in the role? Was casting Bruce

‘Springsteen’s sister good: for the publicity

of the movie?

MICHAEL A. SIMPSON (director): %}
think one of the really unique turns we
mrade with: Un!:am Campers was thie
transformation of Angela
intoa transsexual. Asfar
as Lixiow she was the
change Felt organie to her
eharacter and a logical
step forwaid. It really is
the only way that you
could have a weman play
©  Angela as an aduit. I

L mean, just because you
were made to wear a

- dress as a kid doesn't

g make you sprout breasts
or have a high-pitched
voice, or give you
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feminine features. However, sex
reassignment surgery and hormone
treatments would. So you have to deal
with that issue if the character of Angela is
going to have any logic. Just trying to

hide an actress behind a moustache or
somiething won't work. I never considered
Felissa for the role so recasting wasn't a
concern for me. I didn't discover that
Pam was Bruce's sister until after I cast
her. I'm sure it kelped generate publicity.
Unhappy Campérs got a good deal of press
at the time for being a small film.”

The plot once again asks the viewer to
accept a rather improbable scenario; this
time being that after the previous

massacre, Angela has been released
from an institution, had a sex
change operation and has now
become a camp councillor working
for her uncle. Angela now has
embraced the spirit of the summer
camp, so much so that anyone who
defies her rules is brutally
slaughtered. This gives Simpson
ample opportunities for his cast to
parade around topless in between
the kill scenes.

New Line Cinema
A Nightmare on
Elm Street

1984

Paramount Pictures
Friday the 13th: 2
1981

MGM/Dimension
Halloween
1978

New Line Cinema
| Texas Chainsaw
| Massacre
974

‘ 1la
Blue Rider Pictures
Night of the
Demans
19839

Dimension Films
4 Hellraiser
1987

Universal Pictures
Child’s Play
y 1988

i Embassy Pictures
Phantasm
1979

| United Artist
Pumpkinhead
1989

Unhappy Camp_
interesting casting decisions, with
most of the young actresses being
the siblings of more successful
stars; aside from Springsteen these
include Renée Estevez (sister of
Charlie Sheen). Brat Pack fans
will be eager to note that P~ -
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 GZ: Despite the filn p

_ mever regretted it I'm glad it
" worked eut the way it did. 1

‘Wasteland, a mevie which

-suburban surroundings,centred - seripthy first-timer Tom. Clahies

RETURN _

most of the characters are named after promiscuous teens. Freddy was dead, the plvotal role of Alison, very little fuotage

young actors of the era, such as Jason was about to go to Hell and was actually shot before production was
Phoebe (Cates), Demi (Moore), Ally  audiences were tired of the stalk-and- shut down. The Surviver is a bitter subject
(Ringwald), Judd (Nelson) and Emilio slash formula. i matter for fans of the series, as not even a
(named after Renée’s brother Emilio e scrlpt has been made avallable for the

ala &@mtha;smfwr been relmed (whmh
was shot Wwith the-intention of piecing'it
it together as-a trailer); on the 2002 Anchor
4 af 'Iiaeuage Wﬂﬁﬂg Bay biox set Survival Kit.(ow deleted). It
‘haunted would be another ten years before fans

modest hit, you decli -change to- ‘went it
return forthe séguel, What: was tim :
reason for this and do you regret.your thi

* decision at:all? What was your 4 : ,mm‘ies orfa snmmer canp get word of a new Angela movie.
opinion:on parts 2°and 3 and g i 3
Pamela Springsteen’s | Asinterest in the series began to
porirayal of Pamela? _ wade, two fans who met over the

it

internet decided to create a site
together dedicated to the movies,
Jeff Hayes and John Klyza
| eventually went-their ewn ways,’
 with Hayes setting up the official
 site for the original movie and
 Klyza rumning thesite for the
devotion, a. new generation of
slasher fans has discovered

‘ Sleepaway Camp, which has led
: B i conventions, further moxvies
- and even their vontributions on
BV releases.

FR: “I was a teenager and 1
wanted to go to college, 1

love Pamela Springsteen in
theseqguels, she's great. The
tone of the sequels are very
different so I think it worked
out better to have Pamela in
it. She was very funny.”

Barely six months after
Unhappy Campers came the | L
third entry Teenage :

was:even more outrageous:
than its predecessors. Filmed
on the same location and

filmmakers mld stars nf the
: series and how much persuading
using the same erew, the movie-was g D ' sit the dm take to convince them that yml Were
released long -after-the public had lost. EEOT inorder to ca‘ fwnt her fears, worth their time?
interested in-the slashercycle, with where she encountéis a park ranger
only the shameless franchises: stlll ol & ymmg couplg. Bt Alison JOHN.KLYZA (website.moderator):
releasing entries (Friday the 139 Part  bécomes conviiiced that she is Feally “Michael Simpson has been an engoing
8, A Nightmare on Elm Street Part’5, Angela, and soon after she finds the inspiration.and someone to bounce ideas
Halloween 5 and Silent Night Deadly. ranger bratally murdered. Eventually, off. He'sthe biggest helper I'vehad in_

Night 3, to-name but a:few). itis revealed thut the young girl isin - regards to.getting access to-contacts and
i fact:Angela and Alison is forced to fiice. memorabilia from-the movies. He likes to
By the early ‘90°s horror had become her past once.and forall. + keep in tunewith what the fans are after.,
unfashionable. The stasher movie had One of the musicians, John Alyn was
made way for the critically acclaimed Slated to direct the preject was.Jim really impressed-with the site and.decided
‘psychological thriller,” such as The  Markovic, who had werked in an to create new Sleepaway Camp music

Silence of the Liambs, Cape Fear and editing. ﬁapmnty on such cult classics as: tracks forus. I remember having lunch
Single White Female; which followed Nightmare in 2 Damaged. Beain and :  with Desiree Gould in New ¥ark City, she
the:same basic template but in-more ~ Zombie Helocanst. Workingfroma - played Aunt Martha in-the original filn

and. and she-was so incredibly swe

around professional adults instead of  starring waknown Carrie Cliambersin sapportive, likea real Aunt.. The list goes
GOFEEZGNE FEBRUARY 2008 3% o 1 ]@.‘ I
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on and on. Most cast and crew
members are either incredibly
perplexed these movies have a
following or incredibly amazed they
have a following. It's usually the
latter. For most of them it was just a
movie they did years ago before
moving onto other jobs, some outside
the industry, so learning of the cult
fan base can be really encouraging
for them.”

If The Survivor was a blow to th#
fans, then Return to Sleepaway
Camp was a good hard kick in the
balls! As the movie went info
production in 2002, no one involved
could have predicted that five years
Iater it would sl remain
unreleased. And it seemed so
promising as well; divector Robert
Hiltzik and leads Felissa Rose and
Jonathan Tiersten baek together
again for the first time in two
decades.

Hiltzik decided to ignore Unhappy
Campers-and Teennge Wasteland
and instead designeéd Return to
sm;w vay Camp as a-sequel to the
first; ﬁlm. Despite principal :
phetograp endmg in 2003, there -

into the prosthetics. The movie also
saw the return of Ronnie (Paul.
DeAngelo) from the original movie, -
inaplot that echeed The Survivor, -
with the now adult Rennie being
plagued by nightmares of the Camp
Arawak sla:ughtered twenty years
earlier.

GZ: According to
sleecpawaycampfilms.com and My
Space you are to-direct the next
installiment, Sleepaway Camp
Subscribe al htfpigarezons.co :

. -fb¥ the web in concerf with

Berserk. Yet another
upcoming movie has been
listed on IMDDb entitled
Sleepaway Camp Reunion,
to be directed by the
original’s Robert Hiltzik.
So what does the future
hold for the franchise?

MAS: “For now, Berserk is
an interactive story
riepee being developed.

John Klyza and his great
site sleepawaycampfilms.
com. Whether we move
forward beyond that is

®

really up to all the campers. That's one of hinted that there may be more than

the tiipgs that makes the experience so
fun and exciting is getting to connect with
the fans that way: I know it's been close

to five years now or something but I think

all the campers look forward to Robert's
RTSC whenever heis able io fhiish the
film.and find a«distribistor for it.. I kaow

ewrgrbnpss for the best, that it will be

somethivg new and fresh, My guess is
that-he wauld prebably want to finish
that movie before anpouncing another
sequel but-you would have to ask him.”

Berserk will mark Simpson’s fixst

- imvelverment with the series sinice Teenage

Wasteland back in 1989, and is set to be:

fardarker inione than bis previous filmis,

Set at a camp that was once Rolling Hills

(the eamp from the second movie, Latér
renamed New Horizons for the third); a
bus-load: of teenage delinquents are
brought in for some Kum Ba Yah-style
rehabilitation. Amongst these is the
disturbed self-harmer Amanda, wlho is
set up asthe preba"bly final girl; as her

character is written in a more sympathetic

wa"y ‘than her fellow teets.

Described by Klyza as more survival

one) but also against nature. And
Berserk will see the return of Angela,
thaugh it is deabtiul that Springsteen
will reprise her role as she has since
retived feom aeting. The character is
naw clase to middile age (in her 407,
which would set it thivty years after the
first ntovie, witich weuld logically make
the year around 2013).

Whilst thre character delivered frequent
one-liners in Simpson’s previous

scripts, Angela here is quite disturbing,
a far ery from her goofy performance
in Unhappy Campers. Perhaps this is
due to the involvement of crime writer
Fred Willard, author of the best seller

Down on Ponce. The [NjEEENEE

.

announced on the Sleepaway Camp
sequels site when Klyza was givenan
exclusive read of the script.

GZ: Being the first person to read
Michael Simpson’s screenplay for
Sleepaway Camp Berserk, what can
you reveal about it and do you think
this ene will ever see the light of day

-after the troubled productions of the

last two movies? What new aspects

horror than mere slasher, the protagonists would yeu say it brings to the series-

must battle mot only with the killer (it is

(Continned page 49)
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If your newsagent doesn’t stock Gorezone please

aslﬂ them to order us from theinT wholesaler.

Issue #29 will give you first news
on Rob Zombies all new feature
film venture. That's right the
musician turned director will turn
his short Grindhouse (Werewolf
Women of the 88} trailer into a
feature length mevie.

Zombie has assembled quite a cast
for his mini-movie, including Udo
Kier(Blade) and Sybil Danning
(Howling 2), B-movie character
actors Bill Moseley (TCM 2) and
Tom Towles(Firefly), plus his wife,
Sheri Moon Zombie (Devils Rejects).
Best of all, however, is an
appearance by Nicolas Cage (The
Whickerman) as Fu Manchu.

How exactly one gets from Nazi
scientists to topless leather clad
women and machine-gunning
werewolves to Fu Manchu remains
delightfully obscure in the traiter,
and that confusion is not only
intentional but, as Zombie explains,
a tip of the hat to the exploitation
convention which soon will became
one of celluloid’s most bizarre
horvor movies of all time...if all
runs smoothly.

Also next issue we have part 2 of Pig
Hunt and a piece on Christa
Campbelt.

IN STORES 14th FEBRUARY

Lord knows there are tons of films out there
that could use some major tweaks and
adjustments here and there to make things
waerk a bit better but how much change is-too
nminch change? Who is today’s slick, ultra-
bloody genre cinema really being aimed-at?
The fans or the average bystander with-an
hour or two to blow between their kid’s
soccer match and a meeting with the washing
machine repairman? '

Changing a film based solely on the epinions
of people that wouldn’t normally even watch
“that type of movie” is a definite cause for
conicern and something all upstart
filmimakers should be aware of. The fans will
plame you.

Harsh. I know.

I€s the truth though, You will be blamed for
that cop out ending...those missed
opportunities to build characters and the
dreaded “cut away” kill sequence. While
you may find yourself rather pleased with a
positive test screening for your horror film,
ask yourself this, “Were there any real
horror fans in this screening?”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40

and the slasher genre in general?

JK: “I had no idea he was working
on it, so it was a complete surprise.
The script surprised me more —
Michael has again taken the
concepts of the series and turned
them on their head — he doesn’t
even repeat the tone of his own
sequels. It's more of a living
nightmare than any of the others
have ever been. For example, ther¢
was an animal killing I objected to

! | because well, I'm against animal

cruelty on film, but the damage
inflicted upon the campers this time
around generated an equal reaction.
What he does in the Berserk script
is fill in back-story to the Angela
character and why she keeps killing
around the same location. There is
also a supernatural aspect
introduced which the way it’s _
written, doesn’t seem so out of place
when put in context of several
events in the previous chapters.”

“I think one of the saddest parts of
the SC franchise is the silly
bickering about the original film
versus the two sequels I did,” stated
Simpson on the official site. Yetit -/
seems an obvious choice that :
Berserk would follow on from his |
own movies, as Teenage Wasteland ~
was the last Sleepaway Camp movie -~
that was actually finished and
released. As for Berserk, Klyza’s
enthusiasm for the preject went as .
far as him designing storyboards
based on the seript and posting them -
on his site. His script review, which -
can also been found online, has
caused a stir among the fans online,
eager to once again sce Angela up
to her old tricks.

In an industry that has begnn to rely
heavily on remakes, it s reassuring
to note that Sleepaway Camp may .
have one, of not two, new movies .
lined up for the future, with yetno - -
talk of a pointless ‘reworking’ (stay
away, Michael Bay!). While the

- | possibility of Berserk ever going

into production lies on fan interest, .
there’s no denying that this could be
the best Sleepaway - Camp movie - k
since the original. And what fan
wouldn’t get excited at that? 6z




